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Annual Meeting for Teachers of Medical Statistics 2008

Wednesday 9 April to Friday 11 April 2008

Speaker Biographies
Professor Jane L Hutton, University of Warwick 
Jane Hutton studied mathematics and statistics at the Universities of
Edinburgh and Cambridge and at Imperical College, London. Statistics is so interesting that she became an academic so that she could continue
research in statistics, and teach others about it. She is now a professor
in the Department of Statistics at the University of Warwick. Jane has helped to find out which drugs are effective in treating epilepsy.  She showed that people with cerebral palsy live much longer than previously assumed. This has transformed health and social service planning, and explains much of the substantial increase in costs of medical litigation.
Jane has given evidence in over 100 civil cases on life expectancy, but
has only appeared in court once in London, once in Dublin and once in
Durban. She is currently involved as an expert witness in a case about the
side effects of a drug.


Mr Michael Grove, Higher Education Academy
Michael Grove is Assistant-Director of the Maths, Stats & OR Network, 
a Subject Centre of the Higher Education Academy which aims to develop, encourage and disseminate emerging good practice relating to all aspects of the teaching, learning and assessment of Mathematics, Statistics and Operational Research within Higher Education.  His background is in applied mathematics but he currently works on a number of educational projects and initiatives within higher education.
Dr Andrew Booth, University of Sheffield

Andrew Booth is Reader in Evidence Based Information Practice at the School of Health and Related Research (ScHARR) at the University of Sheffield. He is a lecturer/information professional/researcher with experience of a wide range of aspects of evidence based practice. He has worked in health information for 25 years, since November 1994 at ScHARR where he also holds the post of Director of Information Resources. Andrew co-ordinates a module in Systematic Reviews and Critical Appraisal, teaches on the ScHARR Masters in Public Health programme and is currently reconfiguring a Masters in Health Informatics programme. Andrew has researched and published extensively on all aspects of evidence based practice including literature searching and critically appraising the evidence. His recent research projects include systematic reviews for the NHS Health Technology Assessment and Service Delivery and Organisation Programmes.


Dr Gill Price, University of East Anglia
Gill Price has been a lecturer in medical statistics at the University of East Anglia Medical School for four years; this was her first experience of teaching statistics to medical undergraduates. Previously, she studied and worked at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Although her main research interests and background are in epidemiology and RCTs in nutrition and in ageing, she became interested in the need for statistics in medical training when faced with the uncertainties of what was appropriate for the students at this stage. Conscious also of the difficulties that qualified clinicians clearly have with statistics from their experiences in research collaboration and consultation, Gill and a small group of her colleagues have been discussing the surveying of doctors as one element of ascertaining ways to develop their teaching. They regard the results they have obtained so far as representative of a pilot study and are hoping to expand this study in the future. 

Mr R Allan Reese, Cefas


Allan Reese went to university to read biology but got involved in an extra-mural survey of sex habits (FPA funded) and was seduced into data analysis and statistics, taking an MSc at Toby Lewis's department in Hull.  After a short spell in Sheffield, he was seduced back to Hull and remained there for twenty five years.  Notable feedback from students included, ‘I haven't got time to learn to use a computer’ and ‘I haven't paid all these fees to be told to do my own analysis.’  Allan joined the Institute of Statisticians in 1981, at a time when the journal was pleasantly readable.  He has written various columns for The Professional Statistician, News and Notes, and Chance.  After being told by a PVC in 2003 that universities were not funded to provide statistical advice to research students (they should get all their advice from supervisors), he agreed to leave higher education and joined Cefas, the Centre for Environment, Fisheries, and Aquaculture Sciences.  At Cefas, he advises on planning of studies, then picks up the pieces after the accountants cut back the plans, the weather was wrong, and the fish did not cooperate.  The interest in graphs for analysis and presentation goes back to the early 1980s. 

Mr Michael Blastland
Michael Blastland is a writer and broadcaster. For nearly twenty years he
made current affairs programmes for BBC Radio 4, producing, presenting and editing the Analysis series, devising the numbers magazine programme More or Less, and working on numerous talks, debates and feature programmes. He is the author of two critically acclaimed books: Joe, the Only boy in the World, a memoir about autism; and The Tiger that Isn't - Seeing Through a World of Numbers, co-written with Andrew Dilnot. He would like to try his hand at a novel one day but isn't sure if fiction is a grown up thing to do. He lives in Hertfordshire with his partner and two children.

Dr Philip Sedgwick, St George’s, University of London
Philip Sedgwick is a Senior Lecturer in Medical Statistics at St George’s, University of London. He has over 22 years experience of teaching statistics to medical students, postgraduates and in continuing professional development. In that time he has also been actively involved in research in medical education, plus the medical and healthcare sciences. Philip has a keen interest in developing the teaching of medical statistics in the ever developing medical curriculum. He is also a member of the Wandsworth Research Ethics Committee and interested in research ethics. 

Dr Jenny V Freeman, University of Sheffield

Jenny Freeman graduated with a BSc in Economics (Statistics) from the London School of Economics, and an MSc in Medical Statistics from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. For her PhD, she constructed the child growth reference centiles for UK children. Following time off to pursue an interest in Textiles and complete a degree in Embroidery at Manchester Metropolitan University, she joined ScHARR as a lecturer in Medical Statistics in January 2003. In 2005, she was awarded a Senate Award for Excellence in Learning and Teaching for her work in redesigning the teaching of statistics to the undergraduate medical students at Sheffield. Most recently she has completed the certificate in Learning and Teaching, and has just completed her first book 'How to Display Data'.

Dr Margaret MacDougall, University of Edinburgh
Margaret MacDougall is the statistician at the University of Edinburgh responsible for providing advice on statistical design and analysis to undergraduate medical students involved in 4th year Student Selected Component (SSC4) projects. In 2004, she helped design the 3rd year EBM station for Edinburgh's first OSCA (Online System for Clinical Assessment). She is a tutor on the international Msc/Dip/Cert Course in Pain Management which is run by the University of Edinburgh in partnership with the University of Sydney, Australia. At an external level, she served for 2 consecutive years (2005 – 2006) as Module Organizer and Lecturer for the Statistics and Clinical Epidemiology module of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh Scottish Oncology Course for SpRs. Her principal area of research is Medical Education. She has been awarded three consecutive one-year grants from the University of Edinburgh Principal's e-learning Fund. Recently, she was awarded funding by the Maths, Stats & OR Network to lead a project entitled 'Statistics in medicine: a risky business?’ and funding by the MEDEV subject centre of the Higher Education Academy to lead a project entitled ‘Research-based SSCs: a pragmatic approach to advancing the research-teaching nexus’.
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