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Fair votes in theory and practice
PROFESSOR DENIS MOLLISON (Heriot-Watt University)

Abstract: In Scotland this year the Single Transferable Vote is being
introduced for Council elections, while a hybrid proportional system continues
in use for the Scottish Parliament. The talk will review the principles and
details of STV, and compare it with alternatives, including the systems used
to elect members of the Scottish and European parliaments. For these
elections electronic counting is being introduced, yet the specific system of
STV chosen still includes some of the historic compromises required for hand
counting, with consequent flaws of discontinuity and some vulnerability to
tactical voting. The talk will also show how the outcome of elections under
STV can be estimated using voting or opinion poll information, fogether with a
matrix of preference transfer data.

Venue: International Centre for Mathematical Sciences, 14 India Street,
Edinburgh EH3 6EZ
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