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Using linked micromap plots to produce graphical summaries of large financial datasets
· GORDON BLUNT  (CACI Ltd)
This talk will describe how linked micromap (LM) plots can be used to develop graphical summaries of large financial services datasets.  In this context, LM plotting can be thought of as a method that combines the techniques of exploratory data analysis and statistical graphics, but which maintains the spatial context of the data.

Many datasets have pronounced geographic differences for which traditional statistical summaries – in isolation – are inadequate; on the other hand, choropleth maps show geographic patterns, but on their own cannot convey the range of data to be presented.  LM plots are one solution to this problem, and have the following characteristics.

· They display several sequences of panels that are linked by position.

· Data are sorted by the variable(s) of interest, to improve perception between sequences of panels.

The dataset is partitioned into these relatively small panels to allow attention to be focused on small areas at a time.

They draw on principles from a number of disparate disciplines, including statistics (especially exploratory data analysis), cartography and psychology.
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