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      ROYAL

      STATISTICAL

      SOCIETY

EDINBURGH LOCAL GROUP MEETING 

Laura Ashley and the Termite
John Barber (AOC Archaeology Group)

The human race has only one mechanism for the discovery of 'truth', or
at least for the development of its scientific disciplines and that
subsists in the recognition of patterns. Statistics are frequently used
in archaeology for the 'validation' of observed patterns and more
importantly, for the consequent substantiation of social, political and
economic theories. There is a consistent belief throughout the
archaeological profession that pattern can be equated with intent and
that all pattern conveys some information about human intentionality.
This is probably not true and even if it were, archaeological data
rarely provides the opportunity for an independent assessment of the
reality of the statistically derived pattern and the interpretations
imposed upon them.

In archaeology, statistics are generally as useful as a chocolate
teapot. Is this a characteristic of archaeology or of statistics and is
there anything we can do to improve upon it?
Tuesday 12th October 2002 at 6pm, International Centre for Mathematical Sciences, 14 India Street, Edinburgh

Non-members welcome. Refreshments available from 5.30pm

Secretary: Alan Forrest.  Email: alanf@basethree.fsnet.co.uk

