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      SOCIETY

EDINBURGH LOCAL GROUP MEETING 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT
Kevin Dunion, Scottish Information Commissioner
Kevin Dunion was appointed as the first Scottish Information Commissioner in February 2003. The Commissioner has two main responsibilities: to make sure that people are aware of their right to access information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act and then to enforce this right to make sure that people get the information they are entitled to.

Before becoming the Scottish Information Commissioner, Kevin was for many years a prominent campaigner for freedom of information. He went on to be involved in shaping the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act, giving evidence to the Justice Committee scrutinising the passage of the Bill through the Scottish Parliament. 

He has also written widely on the subject of freedom of information. His latest book “Troublemakers - the Struggle for Environmental Justice in Scotland” includes a chapter on the campaign for freedom of information in Scotland. 

“I know from my own experience how frustrating it is when requests for information are mislaid, ignored or unreasonably refused. My role as Commissioner provides the public with someone to turn to seek redress. I believe strongly that freedom of information underpins wider aspirations of making public authorities accountable, building public trust in those authorities and assisting citizens to engage with decision making processes which affect them.”
This talk will explore the impact of the Freedom of Information Act on the work of statistics professionals in Scotland.
Tuesday 9th November 2004 at 6pm, International Centre for Mathematical Sciences, 14 India Street, Edinburgh
Non-members welcome. Refreshments available from 5.30pm

Secretary: Alan Forrest.  Email: alanf@basethree.fsnet.co.uk

